Our Forest School Mission Statement

We believe that children have the right to play, particularly in the outdoors where children’s natural curiosity leads their learning. The natural environment offers the time and space wherein a child may grow and develop freely, experiencing a range of emotions, and developing a long lasting respect for our environment. 
Children have the right to succeed and become confident in investigating, discovering and experimenting, leading their own learning and becoming emotionally resilient. They should experience challenge, solving problems and negotiating with their peers. Completing achievable tasks will develop self-esteem, leading them to achieving remarkable things!
Children have the right to feel valued as an individual, where they can participate in their own way and where diversity is celebrated within the community.
Children have the right to get muddy! Muddy hands, muddy faces, muddy clothes and muddy wellies is all part of the fun and mud is good – it has been shown to give our immune system a boost!
We have a responsibility not only to keep young people safe, but also to enable them to learn to manage risks for themselves so that they learn to avoid accidents in a society that often wants to ‘wrap children in cotton wool.’
Our aims are;
· To provide a safe and non-threatening environment in which children can take risks, make choices and initiate their own learning.
· To help children understand, appreciate and care for the natural environment.
· To develop self-esteem, confidence and a positive disposition to learning through the completion of small, achievable tasks.
· To enable children to be independent, self-motivated and considerate.
· To develop confidence in exploring the woodlands. 
· To develop language and expand vocabulary. 
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